Bendigo trams which currently
form part of the service fleet
Tram Number:

Historic and Technical Details:
#9
Single Truck
Tram

Status:
Currently in operation as the Bendigo Tramways
track maintenance vehicle.
History:
This tram was first built as a passenger tram by the
M&MTB in 1923. It was converted to an 'all night
tram' in 1937 and continued in that form until it was
withdrawn as a passenger tram in 1958. It was
initially converted to a 'blow-down' car and later
became scrubber #9 (9W). In 1999, the tram was
transferred to the Bendigo Tramways and has been
used regularly as a scrubber. To view the livery in
which the tram operated after arriving at Bendigo click here.
During early 2007, the tram was repainted in The
Bendigo Trust livery and will carry advertising on
hoardings fitted to the sides of the tram.
Builder:
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways Board (1959)
- rebuilt from former Q class car #197.
Technical Information:
Trucks - Brill 21E 7' 6". Motors - 2 X 55 hp GE 241.
Controllers - GE K36JR. Braking - hand brakes and air
operated self-lapping valves. Weight - 12.0 tonnes.
Length - 10.06 metres.

#17
Single Truck
Tram
See image overleaf

Status:
In service as a Vintage Talking Tram.
History:
This tram operated in Bendigo as one of two
'Summer trams' from 1913 until 1953, when it was

converted to a track cleaning tram. The tram
continued in this role until it was involved in a 'carahead collision' with the tram it was replaced by bogie car #17. The tram remained out of service
during the final years of operation by the SECV.
When The Bendigo Trust took over the tramway, the
damaged upper sections of the front end were
removed and the tram ran in this state until
withdrawal for rebuilding in 1975.
In January 1978, #17 was transported to Melbourne
to take part in the Australia Day Cavalcade of
Transport celebrations along Spencer Street. The
tram was the first Bendigo tram to operate on the
Melbourne system and since then a number of
former Melbourne trams have returned to operate
there on special occasions.
A re-build of the body and truck was completed in
time for the centenary of electric operation of the
Ballarat Tramways in 2005.
Builder:
Duncan and Fraser, Adelaide, South Australia (1913),
for the Electric Supply Company of Victoria, Bendigo
Tramways as #17.
Technical Information:
Trucks - Brush (modified using Brill 21E
components). Motors - 2 X 45 hp WH 225.
Controllers - GWH TIF. Braking - hand brakes and air
operated self-lapping valves. Weight - 11.2 tonnes.
Length - 9.5 metres.
#19
Single Truck
Tram

Status:
In service as a Vintage Talking Tram
History:
One of four trams to open the Bendigo Tramways as
a 'Vintage Talking Tramway', it is believed that this
tram was built during the second decade of the 20th
century for the Hawthorn Tramways Trust. The tram
was not able to be delivered until 1918, because the
electrical components could not be obtained due to
the influence of WW1. The tram was sold to the
newly established Footscray Tramways Trust in 1919,
but did not operate for that company, because the
FTT had not opened its tramways due to an
unavailability of power supply.

The Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways Board
had been formed in 1920 and by the the time the
tram was available for use, it had become M&MTB
California combination M class tram # 185. The tram
was once again, sold this time to the SECV Bendigo
Tramways in 1935 and on its arrival was converted to
one-man configuration as #19.
In September 1972, The Bendigo Trust converted the
tram back to its former California combination
configuration, using components from scrapped
former SECV Bendigo tram #10.
In October 2003, the tram was out-shopped sporting
a new coat of paint and the installation of unique
lead-lights commemorating the history of the tram.
Builder:
Duncan and Fraser, Adelaide, South Australia (1917)
for the Hawthorn Tramways Trust.
Technical Information:
Trucks - Brill 21E 7' 6". Motors - 2 X 45 hp WH 225.
Controllers - GE K36. Braking - hand brakes and air
operated self-lapping valves. Weight - 12.0 tonnes.
Length - 10 metres.
#21
Single Truck
Tram

Status:
In service as a Vintage Talking Tram
History:
Like its 2 sister trams #s185 and 187, #188 arrived in
Bendigo in 1935. As Bendigo #21, it has retained its
one-man configuration and in 1975 the body work
received attention and was painted in the SECV livery
of the 1930s.
In October 1992 the tram was repainted in the grey,
white and blue livery of the HTT/FTT to celebrate a
significant event in the history of the City of
Footscray. This livery was temporary, with the
colours of the HTT being represented in the future
with the restoration of HTT #1.
#21 has since been re-painted in a more accurate
representation of its 1930's livery.
Builder:
Duncan and Fraser, Adelaide, South Australia (1917)
for the Hawthorn Tramways Trust.

Technical Information:
Trucks - Brill 21E 7' 6". Motors - 2 X 50 hp GE 202.
Controllers - GE K36. Braking - hand brakes and air
operated self-lapping valves. Weight - 12.0 tonnes.
Length - 10 metres.
#25
Maximum Traction
Bogie Tram

Status:
In service as a Vintage Talking Tram.
History:
This tram first operated in Melbourne as Hawthorn
Tramways Trust #27. With the formation of the
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways Board, it
became M&MTB # 133. It was sold to the SECV
Bendigo Tramways in 1947 to become #25. In 1972,
this tram was selected as one of four cars to
inaugurate the talking tram service for The Bendigo
Trust and was painted in the new livery of The
Bendigo Trust.
Builder:
Duncan & Fraser, Adelaide, South Australia (1917) for
the Hawthorn Tramways Trust as #27.
Technical Information:
Trucks - Brill 22E. Motors - 2 X 65 hp GE 201.
Controllers - GE K36. Braking - hand brakes and air
operated manual-lapping valves. Weight - 16.0
tonnes. Length - 13.89 metres.

#30
Single Truck
Tram

Status:
In service as a Vintage Talking Tram.
History:
The history of this tram is similar to #28. While in
Adelaide, it operated as #301 and was purchased by
the SECV for the Geelong Tramways in 1936 where it
operated as #30. It transferred under SECV ownership
to Bendigo in 1947, as #30. However, upon its arrival
in Bendigo, this tram was placed in storage in the
paint shop at the tram depot and used for spare
parts for the other Birneys; it was deemed to be
surplus to requirements, as the tramway had
sufficient one-man trams at that time. It was not
until #27 was severely damaged that #30 was
brought into service, with some parts being
exchanged between #27 and #30 in order to make
#30 operational.
At the time The Bendigo Trust took over the running
of the Bendigo Tramways, car 30 had been in a

damaged condition. It was decided to repair car 30
as one of 4 trams which were to inaugurate the
Talking Tram service and work commenced on 18th
September 1972.
#30 was the flag ship of the tramway during the early
period from 1972 and hosted such distinguished
guests as Prince Charles, the Prime Minister of
Australia and other Regal, Vice-Regal and Diplomatic
guests.
Builder:
J. G. Brill & Co, Philadelphia, USA, 1925 - for Municipal
Tramways Trust, Adelaide, South Australia as G 301.
Technical Information:
Entered service as MTT #301. Trucks - Brill 79E1 (8
feet wheel base). Motors - 2 X 25 hp GE264.
Controllers - GE K63G. Braking - hand brakes, air
operated and dead-man equipped. Weight - 7
tonnes. Length - 8.54 metres.
#31
Four Motor
Tram

Status:
In service as a Vintage Talking Tram.
History:
Purchased by The Bendigo Trust in 1985 as W2 #421,
this tram was stored at the Gas Works Depot before
being converted to W1 configuration in 2000. The
tram was painted in the corporate livery of the
"Rivers" footwear company and operated in this
livery until 2004.
The tram was repainted in the corporate livery of
"Centro" promoting the Lansell Plaza shopping
complex at Kangaroo Flat.
Builder:
Melbourne & Metropolitan Tramways Board Preston
Workshops (1927) for the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Tramways Board as W1 421.
Technical Information:
Originally built as a W1 class tram then converted to
the W2 configuration in 1936. Trucks - MMTB No 1.
Motors - 4 X 40 hp MV101. Controllers - GE K35JJ.
Braking - hand brakes and air operated self-lapping
valves. Weight - 17.6 tonnes. Length - 14.59 metres.

#33
Four Motor
Tram

Status:
In service as a Vintage Talking Tram.
History:
The tram was sold to The Bendigo Trust minus its
trucks, however a spare set of trucks had been
located else-where by TBT, thus enabling the tram to
be mobile from the day of its arrival in Bendigo. This
tram was selected as one of the first to be painted in
TBT livery (operating with its former MMTB #275),
because the sliding doors would facilitate the use of
the tram for one-person operation, and the tram
could also be used for parties etc.
In 2003 the tram was painted in corporate colours of
Bendigo Community Telco and resumed operation at
Bendigo as #33.
With the arrival of the W class cars from Melbourne,
these trams were allocated numbers commencing
from #31. This number being the next available after
the last of the former SECV trams - Birney #30. As
was the practice with the introduction of secondhand trams to Bendigo, some of the W class trams
have been numbered according to their date of
arrival at Bendigo.
Builder:
James Moore & Co (1925) for the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Tramways Board as W 275.
Technical Information:
Originally built as MMTB W class tram #275 then
converted to the W2 configuration in 1929. After
being involved in a severe accident in 1955 the tram
was given a major upgrade to its present
configuration as one of two prototypes for the mass
conversion of the W2 class fleet. Trucks - MMTB No
1. Motors - 4 X 40 hp MV101. Controllers - GE K35JJ.
Braking - hand brakes and air operated self-lapping
valves. Weight - 17.0 tonnes. Length - 14.59 metres.

#34
Four Motor
Tram
See pic overleaf

Status:
In service as a Vintage Talking Tram.
History:
Introduced to service in Melbourne between 1939
and 1951. The tram was placed in storage during the
late 1990s as part of the "reserve fleet" and was
transferred to Bendigo in March 2005. Repainted in
2006 as the Department of Sustainability and

Environment corporate tram.
Builder:
Melbourne & Metropolitan Tramways Board Preston
Workshops (1939-51) for the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Tramways Board as SW6 918.
Technical Information:
Trucks - MMTB No 15. Motors - 4 X 40 hp GE 247AX2.
Controllers - MMTB RC2. Braking - hand brakes and
air operated self-lapping valves. Weight - 17.5
tonnes. Length - 14.17 metres.
#44
Maximum Traction
Bogie Tram

Status:
In service as a Vintage Talking Tram.
History:
This tram first operated in Melbourne as Prahran and
Malvern Tramways Trust #44. With the formation of
the Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways Board, it
became M&MTB #44. It was sold to the SECV
Bendigo Tramways in 1951 to become #17. Work
commenced on the tram's restoration as PMTT #44
and it became available for service as a talking tram
in April 1981.
Builder:
Duncan & Fraser, Adelaide, South Australia (1914) for
the Prahran and Malvern Tramways Trust as #44.
Technical Information:
Trucks - Brush 22E. Motors - 2 X 65 hp GE 201.
Controllers - GE B23E. Braking - hand brakes and air
operated manual-lapping valves. Weight - 16.0
tonnes. Length - 13.56 metres.

#74
Four Motor
Tram

Status:
In service and operating as a shuttle and charter
tram.
History:
Entered service in Melbourne, Victoria in 1977.
Retired from Glenhuntly depot November 2002.
Donated to the Bendigo Tramways by M Tram,
Melbourne. Arrived in Bendigo 22nd November
2002.
Builder:
COMENG, Dandenong, Victoria, Australia (1977) for
the Melbourne & Metropolitan Tramways Board as
Z1 74.

Technical Information:
Trucks - ASEA. Motors - 4 X ASEA LJB 23/2 57kW.
Controllers - ASEA Tramiac. Braking - dynamic. disk
and emergency track shoes. Length - 16.60 metres.
#84
Single Truck
Tram

Status:
In service as a Vintage Talking Tram.
History:
Built as California combination tram #84 for the
Prahran & Malvern Tramways Trust (P&MTT). Later
became Melbourne & Metropolitan Tramways Board
(M&MTB) B class #84. Sold to the Electric Supply
Company of Victoria in 1931 and became Bendigo
#16. Converted to one-man configuration at
Bendigo in 1935. Only Bendigo one-man tram to
have swinging doors instead of concertina gates on
the handbrake side platforms.
In 1962, the tram was withdrawn from regular service
by the SECV due to a ban by the Bendigo Branch of
the ATMOEA because the body was in poor
condition. The tram was thus allocated to short
workings - most notably the "School Special" which
ran from Eaglehawk to Thorpe Street during the
afternoons, as a replacement tram during tram
shortages on the Golden Square to North Bendigo
route and as an 'extra' car on the Eaglehawk line
during Easter.
In 1965 the tram was withdrawn from all services and
work commenced on addressing the issue of
excessive body movement, when the 2 platform
floors were removed with the intention of bracing
the bearers and relaying the floor boards in a
diagonal-herring-bone format. A disagreement
between the SECV works overseer and the tram
depot body builder as to how the job was to be
completed ensued, which resulted in a stale-mate
and so #16 sat out the final SECV years at the rear of
6 road minus its compressor and end platform floors.
In 1975 the tram was made fully operational by The
Bendigo Trust and it ran on special outings from
time-to-time. For some years the tram sat at the top
of 6 road and whilst the paint work was in a "shabby"
state, it had been responsible for generating
donations to the Tramways Paint Fund. The tram
was restored during 2009/10 as California
combination tram #84 in time for the centenary

celebrations of the P&MTT on Sunday 30th May
2010.
Builder:
James Moore & Co, Melbourne (1917) for Prahran
and Malvern Tramways Trust as #84.
Technical Information:
Trucks - Brill 21E. Motors - 2 X 45 hp WH 225.
Controllers - GE B23. Braking - hand brakes and air
operated brake valves. Weight - 12.0 tonnes. Length
- 9.43 metres.
#369
Four Motor
Tram

Status:
In service as a shuttle and charter tram.
History:
#369 arrived in Bendigo on 11th July 2006 from the
Glengowrie tram depot which serves the Glenelg to
City tram line in Adelaide, South Australia.. The tram
is being prepared for accreditation and will see
service on the Vintage Talking Tram Tours.
Builder:
Pengelley, South Australia (1929) for the Municipal
Tramways Trust, Adelaide, South Australia as H 369.
Technical Information:
Built for the electrification of the Glenelg line. Trucks
- Commonwealth Steel. Motors - 4 X 65 hp EE308.
Controllers - PC5L2. Braking - hand brakes and air
operated manual-lapping valves. Weight - 23.1
tonnes. Length - 56 feet 4.5 inches.

#610
Four Motor
Tram

Status:
In service as a Vintage Talking Tram.
History:
Introduced to service in 1930 and based on the Peter
Witt design - which originated in Cleveland, Ohio in
1915, the tram operated in regular traffic in
Melbourne until 1965, when it was withdrawn and
used for driver-training duties. The tram was placed
in storage during the late 1990s and was transferred
to Bendigo in March 2005.
Builder:
Melbourne and Metropolitan Tramways Board
(MMTB) Preston Workshops for the MMTB as Y1 610.
Technical Information:

Trucks - MMTB No 15. Motors - 4 X 40 hp GE 247AX2.
Controllers - GE J35JJ. Braking - hand brakes and air
operated self-lapping valves. Weight - 16.8 tonnes.
Length - 13.87 metres.
#808
Four Motor
Tram

Status:
In service as a Vintage Talking Tram.
History:
SW5 #808 arrived in Bendigo 0n 31st July 1991. It
was painted in the Bendigo Trust livery and operated
as a talking tram before returning to Melbourne in
October 1995 to operate on the 'City Circle' route.
The tram returned to Bendigo on 16th December
1996. In March 2004, the tram was repainted in the
livery of the SECV 1972.
During June 2006 the tram was withdrawn from
service and repainted in the corporate livery of
Hume & Iser (Home Hardware). It re-entered service
as a talking tram on 31st August 2006.
Builder:
Melbourne & Metropolitan Tramways Board Preston
Workshops (1937) for the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Tramways Board as SW5 808.
Technical Information:
Originally built as a W5 class tram, but was converted
to the SW5 class configuration in 1986. Trucks MMTB No 15. Motors - 4 X 40 hp GE 247AX2.
Controllers - EE Q2RC1. Braking - hand brakes and air
operated self-lapping valves. Weight - 17.8 tonnes.
Length - 14.17 metres.

#880
Four Motor
Tram

Status:
In service as a Vintage Talking Tram.
History:
Introduced to service in Melbourne between 1939
and 1951. The tram was placed in storage during the
late 1990s as part of the "reserve fleet" and was
transferred to Bendigo in March 2005.
Builder:
Melbourne & Metropolitan Tramways Board Preston
Workshops (1939-51) for the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Tramways Board as SW6 880.
Technical Information:
Trucks - MMTB No 15. Motors - 4 X 40 hp GE 247AX2.

Controllers - MMTB RC2. Braking - hand brakes and
air operated self-lapping valves. Weight - 17.5
tonnes. Length - 14.17 metres.
#976
Four Motor
Tram

Status:
In service as a Restaurant Tram.
History:
Withdrawn from service as an advertising tram for
Australia Post by the PTC in May 1996, #976 arrived
in Bendigo in July of the same year. The tram was
converted for use as the Cafe Tram and entered
service in 1999. To view the tram in its "Cafe Tram"
livery - click here.
During 2007 the tram was re-commissioned as a
"Restaurant Tram". This new service was marketed as
"Bendigo ninesevensix - Bendigo's Restaurant on
wheels".
Builder:
Melbourne & Metropolitan Tramways Board Preston
Workshops (1952) for the Melbourne and
Metropolitan Tramways Board as W6 976.
Technical Information:
Trucks - MMTB No 15. Motors - 4 X 40 hp GE 247AX2.
Controllers - MMTB RC2. Braking - hand brakes and
air operated self-lapping valves. Weight - 17.7
tonnes. Length - 14.17 metres.

